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! One of the troubling platitudes many of us have heard over the years is “Forgive 

and forget.” Each of those words – “forgive” and “forget” – is packed with problems. As 

stewards of memory and history (two more words that are packed with issues), it is 

important for us to consider their meaning. 

! Recently I have been helped by two books, one by a Vietnamese Christian 

theologian who lives in Houston, Phuc Luu, Jesus of the East: Reclaiming the 

Gospel for the Wounded, and one by Miroslav Volf, The End of Memory: 

Remembering Rightly in a Violent World. Each addresses issues that concern the 

individual as well as the larger community, whether secular or ecclesiastical. And each 

one is helpful in enabling us to consider matters from a faith perspective. What 

difference does our role in following Jesus make in how we “remember” or “forget”? Volf 

frames the question this way, “How can we remember rightly?” Luu helps us look at the 

matter of memory, love, and brokenness from an Eastern point-of-view. Both emphasize 

the role of honesty and truth-telling in our reflection on the past. 

! As ones who are interested in individuals, institutions, and events in this part of 

God’s kingdom, for example, we are asked to consider the difference between memory 

and history. Volf suggests that memory is the claim for ourselves what has gone before. 

God’s claim on us in the person of Jesus Christ is not simply history; it is part of our 

memory. It is part of who we are. We are part of that story. 

! Similarly, the story of our congregation is “our” story. We have a claim on it and 



it has a claim on us. It is part of our memory. The history of a school or a seminary or a 

presbytery is not simply a narrative of persons and dates; that story becomes “our”  

school and “our” seminary and “our” presbytery. They are by no means perfect or 

without warts and flaws, which we acknowledge, but they are nevertheless “ours”. 

! To remember rightly is not to ignore painful episodes. Nor is it to focus only on 

the virtues in a particular story. It is to keep in mind the larger context of God’s love and 

grace as revealed in Jesus Christ. Luu reminds us that wounds and wounded persons 

are all around us, whether personal or institutional. How we deal with them, how we as 

the people of God appropriate them is informed by the memory that we belong to that 

one who is “wounded for our transgressions, ...bruised for our iniquities; upon him was 

the chastisement that made us whole, and with his stripes we are healed” (Isaiah 53:5). 

! So, as we explore and reflect on our history – whether it’s the history of a 

congregation or of some institution or our own relationships with others – may we do so 

with gratitude for that story and may we see ourselves as part of that story. That’s the 

spirit in which the PHSSW hopes we go about examining and reflecting on “the rock 

from which you were hewn, and to the quarry from which you were digged” (Isaiah 

51:1). 


