Book of Order
Emphasis on Mission

F-1.01 God’s Mission

The mission of God in Christ gives shape and substance to the life and work of the Church. In Christ, the Church participates in God’s mission for the transformation of creation and humanity by proclaiming to all people the good news of God’s love, offering to all people the grace of God at font and table, and calling all people to discipleship in Christ. Human beings have no higher goal in life than to glorify and enjoy God now and forever, living in covenant fellowship with God and participating in God’s mission.

Congregation (G-1.0101)

Is the church engaged in the mission of God in its particular context. 

Membership (G-1.0304)

Is a commitment to participate in Christ’s mission. 
Teaching Elders (G-2.0502)

Determine whether a particular work may be helpful to the church in mission and is a call to validated ministry requiring ordination as a teaching elder.  
Councils (G-3.0101)


Exist to help congregations the church as a whole to be more faithful participants in the mission of Christ’s.  
Administration (G-3.0106)


Mission determines the forms and structures needed for the church to do its work. 

Funding of Mission (G-3.0106)


Demonstrates the unity and interdependence of the church. 

Staff (G-3.0110)


Councils higher than the session may employ such staff as is required by the mission of the body... 

Property (G-4.0201)


Is a tool for mission 

Flexibility
Teaching Elder (accountable to the presbytery) G-2.0502

Exceptions for Associates and Temporary Pastors (mission strategy permits) G-2.0504c.

Ministers of Immigrant Fellowships (mission strategy) G-2.0505

Inquirers and Candidates (oversight) G-2.0605

Pastoral Vacancy (guidance and permission) G-2.0801

Call Process (the process of the presbytery) G-2.0804
Commissioning Ruling Elders to Particular Pastor Service (mission strategy) G-2.1001

Administrative Review (determine whether….) G-3.0108a.

Committees and Commissions (by own rule; necessary to accomplish mission) G-3.0109

Nominating Process (shall have a process) G-3.0111

Validated Ministry (written criteria) G-3.0306

Joint Congregational Witness (mission strategy) G-5.05

Notes of the Reformed Church (F-1.0303)
Provide that the Word of God may be truly preached and heard. (G-3.0301a.)
Provide that the Sacraments may be rightly administered and received. (G-3.0301b.)
Nurture the covenant community of disciples of Christ. (G-3.0301c.)
