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! There are certain persons who come along whose primary gift seems to be to 
remind us of who we are, whose we are, and what we believe. They are so well 
grounded that when they speak, we say, “Of course. That’s who we are. We believe 
that. How could we believe otherwise?” They remind us that we belong to the God of 
grace who became incarnate in the person of Jesus Christ and who calls us to live lives 
of joyful service. 
! In the 20th century E. T. Thompson, John Leith, and Eduard Dowey might be 
considered such luminaries in our American Presbyterian tradition. Another one we 
might consider who comes from the Cumberland stream in the 20th century is Hubert 
Morrow. A native of Arkansas, Hubert served as pastor, college and seminary professor, 
historian, ecclesiastical leader, and theological mentor in the Cumberland tradition. He 
was serving on the board of the Presbyterian Historical Society of the Southwest when I 
became executive secretary in 2003, leaving the board in 2005. 
! A graduate of Bethel College in McKenzie, Tennessee, Morrow went on to earn 
his M.A. and Ph.D. at Vanderbilt Divinity School. Having served pastorates, he also 
served on the faculty of Bethel College and Memphis Theological Seminary, both of 
which are Cumberland institutions. At the latter he became the academic dean and was 
there when he “retired” in 1988. “Retired” is in quotation marks because it’s a term he 
disdained as a theological concern. In an article he wrote for The Cumberland 
Presbyterian in April 1996 Morrow wrote: “It has to do with our relationship to God and 
other persons, and how we understand God’s purpose for our lives. So, I am not retired. 
I am self-employed!” 
! The Cumberland Presbyterian Church wrote Confessions in 1814 and 1883. In 
1977 the General Assembly of that denomination voted to revise that Church’s 
Confession of Faith. Morrow was a member of the committee that was formed to do 
that. Apparently, some were concerned that he would dominate the work of the 



committee, espousing views that were sympathetic with Neo-orthodoxy and the work of 
Karl Barth. Because he was aware that the Confession needed to be one that was 
embraced by the whole church, Morrow was a faithful member of the committee, 
contributing to it without dominating its work. The result was the Confession of 1984.
! This column owes much of its content to a paper delivered by J. Earhart Brown, 
then president of Memphis Theological Seminary, at a gathering of the Presbyterian 
Historical Society of the Southwest at Memphis Seminary March 5-6, 2010. Brown 
concludes his paper with these words: “Throughout his life and ministry, Hubert Morrow 
championed grace as the beginning and end of Christian life. God’s grace calls us into 
the covenant community, to be shaped and disciplined to bear the grace of God to the 
world. Because of his life’s work, Cumberland Presbyterians have a clearer 
understanding of the grace we sing and proclaim to whoever will believe.” 
! It should be added that not only do Cumberland Presbyterians have a clearer 
understanding of God’s grace, but those of us who listened to this giant do as well. 
Hubert Morrow entered the Church Triumphant on July 26, 2008. We are grateful for his 
life and witness. 
! (The Presbyterian Historical Society of the Southwest represents PCUSA and 
Cumberland Presbyterians in the four state region of Arkansas, Louisiana, Oklahoma, 
and Texas. Our 2021 annual meeting has been re-scheduled for October 22-23, and will 
be held at First Presbyterian Church in Tulsa, Oklahoma. We hope you can attend. If 
you cannot attend, you can receive copies of the papers that will be delivered by 
becoming a member of the PHSSW. Feel free to contact me for more information at 
jjcurrie5152@gmail.com.)  
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